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Downtown Merchant & Business Update
HISTORY AND ECONOMIC IMPACT
Produced by the Greater Delray Beach Chamber of Commerce, the Delray Affair traces its roots
back to the 1940s and ‘50s as the annual Delray Beach Gladiola Festival. This was a communitywide event that attracted tourists as well as local residents who participated in everything from
the annual Gladiola parade to the Miss Gladiola beauty pageant. During the 1960’s Delray
Beach was considered the gladiola capital of the world. To celebrate the produce and ﬂower
industry, an annual springtime festival was held, known as Farm Products Week.
"It was an exposition that attracted ﬂower buyers from all over the country," said Roy Simon, a
Delray Beach native and former Chamber of Commerce board member. The original intent was
to expand “the season” by one week each year, as merchants counted upon the “snowbirds” for
the majority of their annual income. John Bordeman, a local attorney and former President of the
Delray Beach Chamber of Commerce, originated the idea of expanding the festival to include
arts and crafts.
Today, the community spirit that sparked the ﬁrst Delray Affair lives on in an arts and crafts
festival like no other under the sun. The Delray Affair has an economic impact of over $7 million
per year. The Delray Affair is now long recognized as one of South Florida’s oldest and largest
festivals! The event features the works of renowned local and national artists. It has been ranked
several times as a Top 20 Event in the Southeast by the Southeast Tourism Society and one of
the 200 Best Art Events in the United States by Sunshine Artist magazine. This year marks the
56th Delray Affair. The main promenade is along picturesque palm tree lined Atlantic Avenue,
from Swinton Avenue to the Intracoastal Waterway.
Event Demographics
According to our last survey, attendance at the Delray Affair topped 110,000 over a three-day
period, with 66% having attended previous Delray Affair festivals.

Delray Affair Marketing Reach
Marketing of the Delray Affair reaches far beyond Palm Beach County in promoting “Downtown
Delray” as a destination. This encourages a wide range of shoppers, day tourists and families to
visit the Delray Affair, patronize local shops and return to Delray Beach for future visits.
Media is carefully evaluated and assigned each year. Heavy emphasis is placed on cross media
promotions, within each target market used for increased cumulative exposure and retention
effect.
Delray Affair has won multiple awards nationally and internationally via the Florida Festivals
and Events Association and the International Festival and Events Association.
The estimated Economic Impact formulated is over $ 7,500,000

